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Vielude oo Goudy LiL

The following surpestisns deal with the nroblems involved in
rreanizing study sroun nrorrsms snd training nersons to lead study
¢.o~uns, - The dosipn recommended should not circumserive tae bl B b
ibility which is nccessary to make the nrogram viable undor vary=-
ine eonditinns, A major offort hns been made to aw id, on the
-4~ hored, neliing the reguired resding list so long as &n dic=
wmme notential narticinants, and on the other hond, moliing it
50 shart a3 tn be of no value cither in providing information or
in giving the student a dircct contact with the rources, I have
len tricd, wvherever nossible, to place on tho reading list boniza
which snre more essily available, especeially those that have been
miblishnd in noaperback cditions., All the resdings on this list
eheuld be availoble either in pood bookstores or in universite
likrnrics, It is a gond ides to rrrange for boolstores to stock
smple conice of such sanerbocks as Warner nnd Seiplin~no,

The minimum trainine ar backeround that one should have in
order ta leed » study proun thould consist of the eouivalent of
Hppad ntian" from the study groun »rpram it lined brlow, Thoso
interestnd in further recding on sclectoed torics should consult
the lengthile ammot-ted Sclected Bibliography on Victnom,

Steven nosenthal

The study proup nogrom may be divided int several sessions,
held nt intervals of » weol, (bor more, or less), If it is to be
divided into only twn sessions, then the first shonld cover Viot-
nem snd the history of the Yarriean inw lvoment up © rourh the
1054 Cepevs Confercnce, while the second should cover developmedt s
sinco thet time up ts the present. It is reeovamended, howowver
that there be an E&HH than four sessions, sud tho r~1leving nadel
is based unon o five-session r'ofrom,

Seesion 1: Vietism sn¢ the history of the Amcrican invelvouent p
o the ond of 1953, Heauirced recdings: Denis derner, The Last
Confucinn, {sveilsble o8 a Pensuin smoeisrl napoerback), chaps. 1-4,
pp. 17/-83.

Seasion II: The 1954 Geneva Conference. Reguired roadinss: both
the memoirs of Eisenhower (Mondnte for Chanec) snd the moaoirs of
Anthony &den (Full Circlo) contain chopters dovoted to Indochincso
developments snd should be road. (An article on the Geneva Con-
fercnce moy be made nvnilable shortly).

Sessinon III1: The attempt teo imposo the Diem recimc on: South Viet-
nam:  195L-57. Hegquired resdings: Warner, chnps. 2-7, npe83-1413
Robert Scipglisno gﬂuhh Yintnome: MNotian Hodor Stress, (avoilable
in Hourhton=Mifflin prrerbock), pg. 13-55, 101-29. Note: On the
Diem Lond Reform, sce Warner pp, 1l4-17, ind Secirlizno, pp. 104,
121-23.

Semsion IV: Rencwal of muerills worfare, fromation o the Mationdl
Tic r:tion Front, progross of the War: i@ﬁ?-éﬁ. Roquired roadings
Seiplirno, pp. 156-89; Worner, chops, g-9, ppe 1h2-75; Philippe
Devillers "The Stru-gle for the Unificntion of Vittnam,' cither:
in The s Quorterly, HWo, 9, Jon,-lior., 1962, or in F.J: Honoy,
ed,, Morth ¥ietnam Todoy, [Pracger, 1962} ; Malcolm Browne, The low
Ecce af Uar, (Bobbs-Merrill, 19 5), chap. 12, (Ihe lationa] LihersS-
ticn Front), pp. 227=45.




Scssion V: The present situstion, the role »f the North Vietnam-
©sc ond the American ecscalation nf the War=-ind general considera-
tions /md broador nrrspectives, Required readings:: (on North
Victnamese portieipation) Scigliano, p. 148; Warner, p. 159;

: , Oct. 28, 1963, -nd Matech 8, 1965, On Aneri-
con escalotion: New Y ork Times articles by Henson Baldwin nnd
Joel Raymond, July 3, 11, & 12, 1965; and articles by Charles ldr
rnd Jrmes Roston, Sunday, Sept. 5, 1§65, (section 4),

Zreh of the five sessions should consist of » 30 to 45 minuto
opening lecture by tho study group loader, to be followed by ap-
proximitely onc hour (or longer, if desired) of goneral discussion
relatod to the contents of the loeture. The lecture should be =5
faetunl »s5 nnssible snd should be delivered not in - polcomical but
restrained style taking into ac@ount the nolitieal dispositions
ind tho smount of provious eduantion on Viotnam of the partici-
penta,  The study proup lesder should mointain s me control aver
the diseussion perind, sa that it docs not degenerato into hented
squnbbling over irrelevant issucs, and so that the discussion is
not monopalized by sne ar two persons,

Do uot duck cucstinns snd avoid wolking goneralizations or
spoutine wolitienl farmulss which wre based net on ovidenee that
you con suprly to the seoptienl, but morcly on vour ~wvm o nvicte
ions, Do not try to assume that thero hos been ne #id from North
Vittnam to the guerillss, It is much orsicr ta nrocead bv show-
ing how little proof the othor side has hoon sble to eonc up with,
Also, dn unt try to noint communism ns » nicnie for the menssnt
nesgesy Ansist only that it is o better 21t rontive than any which
the United States is prepored to sponsor,

Thooa who wish to do further re.dine or imrove their nbility
to lurd stndy mproups wny oreanize adv: necd sf.zatonsg, bosocd upon
the muidelines of the Scloctéd Bibliogranhy in seminar stylo, per=-
sons mny choose topiss on vhich to do further resesreh s»nd then
give repsrts te the group. This enables the pagticipants to pro-
fit from n division of labnr,

iﬁFLﬂElL

As o supnlement to the sugpestions contnined in th study
group kit, I wm including » bricf asutline snd summary of the mn-
terinl that should be ewered br the study group leoder in his
five lcetures,

Bogin vith o bricf skoteh of Vi tnamesc history prior to
World Wor II., Mention tho takeover of Indochine by Jopan during
the wory, Foint nut that FIR did not want to sec the Fronch reprin
their colony whon the war ended, and that Trumon reversed this
poliecy. Mention that the Fronch attoupt to regoin their colony . 4
led to war with the Victiinh, the resistrnee mar ciont which had
sprung up aFainst the Japonesc during da 1d 9ar II. Indiesnte thot
urn to 1950, the U3 wsintnined the position that the Froench wenld
hove €9 ecreste o snecnlled "astionalist slternstive” that could
compete aucecessfully neainst the Vi tmink £ the leynlty »f the
populstion,  Show thrt the vieta'y of the Communists in China and
the outbresic of the Koresn War led to a change in the US position
whereby the US downpreded the inport:nece of indencndenes snd de-
cided to support Fronch coloninliiesm spainst the communists, Point
out the tremcndrnus stop-up in Ameriesn nid to thoe French botwocn
1958 #nd 1954, Show thnt the French militsry position dotorior-
ated so frr thot by 1954, they wonted to mefotirts sn ~nd t- the
wor.  Show thot the US wonted the war £ e'ntinue nnd was preprrod
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£~ assume the main burden »f combat if necosssry to oroevent a com-
qunist victary. Point wut hewr British snd French oponsiti-a to a
continwition f the wir preventod tho US from implementin: this
stratoefy. Show how the US had tn settle for a "cuttine ~f lossesi:
point out that it wes the threat of Ameriesn military interventiom,
£ -v~other vith prossures from tho USS# and Chinn upon the Vietminh
vt erused the latteor to accont o settk ment less fovornble than
wheat thelr military situntion warronted, FPoint wat that none »f
+he nations ";Ji"r't-i-ﬂ{]:li‘t-im". in the Gonewvs Confercnce expected the
rlectinrnsg exlled for 1956 to be held--that this was more -r less
~ frec-savins device, Show that the American stratery wos to re-
versoe a successful revoltnion in the South (point wut that in 195k
the Vietminh controlled nvor half of the Bouth) by installins san
anti=cwminist rosime which would attompt to install itsclf by
farert, Discuss the mrosns by which Diem tricd first t- brins the
army undcr his econtrol, then destroyed rivel notionalists and tho
sccts. Thon discuss his ab~lution f villnrc auton-my rnd sttompt
t~ brins the esuntryside under his contral, Discuss the froudu-
leont rof rondum ~f Oet,., 1956, snd the "inti-cwmmunist donuneian-
tion compeirn. Thon discuss the lond ref rm m nsurcs, showing
thnt th ¥y destrwyed the ~ains thet the possents hoad roccived from
the 70 tiainh, Show how the ewmbination »f militsry snd pnliticnl
reprossion, cenomie roaction, snd rolipious discrimination { yu
ay disecuss how the US arronecd th importsti m of Cotholies from
1t hoe Moarth to undornin Dien's ropmime) led te the ronownl of fucre-
1i11s weorfore in the South, Thin discuss the myths that the US
poveormoent has noddled in tryins to aseribo the vnr th aorrossion
fr s the Horth, Discuss the roproupaent schemce launched by the
Diom ~woernment, culminatines in the strateric anmlets, in the at-
Lot to separste the raral pos@lsotion £roan the morillas,  Des-
cribe the deterioration in the military situasi-n dwm to 1655, by
wiiieh tine tho wor hed cssentially beon 1ost, Discuss the US toke-
ovor »f the war ond the berinnine of rerulnr bombinss on Horth
V*&tnam in Feb., 1965, Discuss the mrssive use of sdr nower a=
ffainst the ruril nopiulation, Point sut thot the US offcr of Man-
craneldtional discussions" is o fraud s 1on~ ns the U5 rofuses to
noesntinte with the Victenns »nd refuses to nccept thom in a futuro
f v rament of South Vietnsm, Be propared to diseuss the "menaec"
»f Compunist Chincse exprnsinnism which wsny pceople bolieve to be
Luarkin- behind the Comaunist thrust in Victnam,

This is nt best a sketchy roview »f the mater -l that should
be envyercd, but it may be helpful to those tryins to organize
their lectures,....
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The frllwwin- biblini raphy is desionad to faeilitato o rapid-
but fuirly thorourh nrocess of self-cducation sn the subject of
Vi tnom. Recornizin~ that relinble seurce materiol on Victnm is
seottered -nd frequently spotty, this biblingraphy sttempts to
save you the time that Sthirs have cxnendod nl win~ throurh count-
lgss bonlks, orticles, snd newspapor clippinrs, turnin- up Hts ~~n
'nd serans of dubiously relisble ovidence. The way in which the
hFiblisrranhy is srranized bvisusly reflects the esnecentusl cehoae
thot I have tdopted in thinkins about Vie tnom, ond the coms-nts an
various sources roflect my wm velue Judmments. However, I hnvo
ch-zan what I boeliuve to be the mast unimpesnchnble sowuarces, rnd
the roader is iven the opportunity t4 eome to his wn ernelusion .
For » lonser, unannatated biblisrraphy, consult the Yeds Avmy fimer
Hindbook for Victnam (cited bolw), ar contret me.

Steven J, Hesenthal

I. Wictnonese Histary

Delrefe Hpll, 4 History of S mithroet Amisn, (rovised sand pub-
lished in ﬂﬁ?mrni cditisns sinee 1955). This is nrobably the beot
J:-!'lr-liEh—l'nIi, WL L T'q'tl hiﬁt”ﬁl]"‘j". Thf: sceti s n In:l'H:hinr: t-f"t-r"l-l
about LS napes,

Lo Themh Khei, Le Miet-Nam (Prris, 1955) This is nrobobly
the hest cnd is the stundard history f Vi tnom,

"¢ .Erich H, Joacoby, Aceation Inrest in Sautbesct dsia, (Colem-
bis Univ.rsity Press, 1949). A more specinlizod study, this is
nonetheless an immensoly volueble boaok. It is, in the suthor's
words, "smolnvestication of th main enuses respoansible for the
“rrarion oanrcst™ in Southonst Asie, ond poohor then £911lwdps the
contonparary fashisn of emphosizin® Communist - rression, infil-
trotion, -~nd subv rsi~on, it is "focuscd on the probloms »f 1-nd
tomure, ~rricultw -l cuitiVﬁtinn, ~ud rur~l indcbtednoss,” (p.7)
Sce esnociclly chrpters 1 (Genrreal Survey), 5 (Indo-Chin-), -nd

8 (Asrnrridn Unrast -nd Notisnel Movoments),

IeSs Avmy Arca Handhosle Fy Vietnam, (nrveilsble from the Sup.
of Dweaments, Ul.3. Govt, Printins O0fTice, Wnshinvton,) first pub-
lishad in l*;‘léz. This is a v ry thorourh »nd ftoen rovonline oo
pilation of informrtion, whs o eombonts »ften 4 n-t £ft the linc
to which they wore mode to eonform.

[(Wote: Those who profior to disscnse  ith » koncthy historieal
cxcursion should ennfine thomsaelves to re~rdin~” thoe roevamended
chniors in the bonlt b Jdegnby. It srovides -0 odoonrte micturc
W nro=darld Wor II Indochinese sacicty,)

IT, vl Wore TT -nd the Frooneh-lrulachin e Wnm i_]_gi._ﬁ...J_gi.L}

For bricf tro- wment +f this rerind, consualt «be ks mens3o
tioned in Prrt I. The follwin: vorks offir » wore cot-iled tre-
stment,

Bornerd B. Fall, The Tw Wictwous, {(Proooor, 1968; » new re-
v ged edition is »lsh svodilohle), Fall's Grnllist hobits neccns-
ion~lly int: rforc «ith his sbjretivity, .-"I‘[i his expositisn is
roroly svstouctic. News rthﬂ;l_f-ﬁﬁ, h}r ret~ins ne ~f Ehf f-’!"_hi.l'i-":st
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suthoritios an Vietnonm, =nd his works are hi-hly uscful, Rerd
sclectively or dlim carefully.

Ellcn J, Kwmcer, Ihe Strocele for Tndaehing, (St ford, 1954).
This is » very mod baak n the Freneh-Indschinese War,

Philinne Dovillers Histariee dn Viet-llom de 1940 o 1952,
(Prris, 1952), Devillors is » thoroushly relinble ennsorvative
C:tholie historinn of Victnom,

Bdrar Snow, dar and Eosen in Victnom, from The Other Side of
the Ziyer, This is » e neise, strai-htforwsrd neccmant »f the lasf
twenty=five venrs of Victnomese history. The ch:nter ¢rn be rond
in h 1f »n hour, “

dilles Ihe Geneys Canferenso

Ain understadding of the dinlomntic history precedin~ the Gon-
cws Confercnce of 1954 is a9t morely crucinl but central to =n un-
derstondin~ of whot hns token ploce d nee in Victnam, The Genova
Conforence nnd the Ganevs Arfeomcnts heve boon subjected to infin-
ite wisinterprotation by both Defenders qne erities of dmericen
naldcey in Victnom, However, sufficient relirble cvidence is ro-
vallabhle to e rrect this situt~tion, Thore sare three svarecs for
this nerind:

D«D+ Hisenh-wor, Mandate for Chen-e  1953-10G56 the Hhite
Hous: Yaars

Sir anthony Eden, Eull Jirele
The Hew York Tincg

These thrue sowrces, the momnirs »f » formcr v rican Presi-
demt snd A former British Fareirn Socrotsary, loter to beewme Prime
Ministrr, -nd the dnily files of perhaps the leadine Ameriecan nows.
paner, nrovide nost of the essentinl inforastion for the poriod
froun jr-nur-_r-'_n.r t~ the cnd ~f July, 1954. Both Zden ~nd giscnhower
devote a special chonter to Indochinn, discussines West: rn moves
before snd dorine the Geneve Confirence. Hnt surprisin~ly, Eden's
is somewhat the better nceount. Se¢ bolow far o brief summary of
the relevant srticles from the Mew Yarle Times,

Other sources:

Victor Bator, Nictnop--4 Diploastic Trocedy--Tie (Ovi -ins of
Lhe [nired Stotes Tow-dwesnent (Oceans Publienti-ms, 1955)., This
Vvery recent bnnk is the first tn denl specl ficslly with the Gen-
ova Conference., Thoe suthnr writes with sn infl-ted notion of his
own imnortencec, ond his scholorship is oceasinnlly very sloppy,
but he hes done eonsidersble rcscnreh and provides much walusble
inf rmation, drawn from memairs nnd newswapcer filos,

Allnn B. Cnle, I{-::J:].}, Conflict in Indo-Chinas snd Toe roatd~n-
-__’i-‘l- Reys ans: A4 Doecumentory Historey 1045-1025  (Corpell,
956). This v ry uscful cowmnilsation of dacuments »nd commontary
C™ME~ins ~ pumber of csnecislly interestins items. Sce, for ox-
E‘“r’lf?: Vice-Frosident WiEsn's sneech of April 17, 1954 fp_ 174) 3
Jullos' snoeeh of March 20. 1954 (pp. 172-82); Dullecs News Con-
crence of July 23, 1954 Epp-l'?ﬁ—??g. These ~nd ther fficinrl
P nouncements of Amdrican nalicy nre gnite reveolines if resd
earefully.




Oliver £, Clubb, Jr,., Ihe lnited Stetes and fhe Sino-Soviet
Blae in Southegst feia, (5ro kines Institutisn, 1962), Clubb,
who has rocecently been = omtstondins and voenl critic ~f Aneric-i
moliev in Vietnonm, wes omon- thhse nrusted from the Stote Depart-
sent durine the MeCorthy periad. His clenr thinking was » sub-
strutinl less, For immortont e-nsiderstisns on Victnom, sce «s-
peeinlly rpe 41=46, 52-80, nnd nassim,

Thoe fallwing 48 » sumery of the et imnBrtant infrastion
that e be “othured from the New York Times of t-is peorind,

3/22/5L: Ye2- desire to intornoti nnalize the woar:; trein
Vietnmese to ronlnee falterins Frinch narerinst Cwvmnists. U.3.
alrecdy wowins 79% f easts f wor,

3/30/54: Retrrt of Dullis snoech »f provi-us dey. Reston:
fund~montal 1.3, nlier dogision oo o anhnge nercefnl settleo-
ment snd Koon wer oodine,

8/77 54 [Aft.r U.3, frils £+ ot British »nd Froneh pee-rd
for intirnaidin~l eamltition £ tleae apor w'-r}, Woet ray »l1lice A=
cree o eomnr omige plon £or "proteeted srmaistice. Ain tn ssve
wt Levat Balf of Viaetoom,

6/24 /54 Wa, 5. Whito: UsS. now thinkine in terms ~f a snle
vooe operetion, Patoc 5 claetions, if hold in Victnsm, wwld re-
sult in Corwnist victory, '

7/6/5L:  Reston:  Republicons ond Domoersts not res-lly
split over Victnom, Party nolities not nroventin: cetive U.S,
int: rvintisn in Ind-chinn, HRathor, this hoeunse f substantial
diff renens botweon V.3, snd Fronce & Britnin.

HOTE: In rovicwim~ these srticles, bonr the £411 wrins tinc-
toble in mind., On Mareh 20, 1954, the Fronch infarmed the U.3.
that thoir wilitory nasitiown was desrorate and thet they wore
scelrins cnneratinted ond to the fi~hting, On May 8 Dienbicnphu
fell ¢4 the Vietminh, The Goenewn Conforence e nvenod in lote
April, boran discuassi-m f the Ind-ehinn guusti-n the day- after
thu fnll of Dienblennhu, -nd eomploted its worl on July 21,1954,

IV, Sincc 1G5

tneneral works
Bornerd B, Fall, The Tus Victnamg (sco nbowe £or descripticn)

Robert Seirli-no, Sauth M3 tp-pe  Hesdow lader Streeas,
(Hou-hton-Mifflin, 1963; vublishe:d recontly fin o norbeck by sone
publishirs). This bn-k 18 b tter than Bernord Fall's (-nd short-
er). Secirlisnoy is o ewnseicntiong nolitienl secientist and, ns
part ~f the Hicehinn Stotc University torm, soont swor twy yoenrs
in Soath Victnon,

Dinis Worner, Iko Loat Canfucion, {Meemill~, 19533 publish-
ed in ponorbael roceontly as A Lensiin snceial), Wornor 18 8 oon-
s rvative Austroalion journclist dth » srost doal of oo ricnce
in asrin bottlefrats, H is is a journnlist's ~ce unt, but it 's
preted full »f immortant ifarqstion. - It prosents a rrophic ond
conervte pletore L the war,

et i - wrnm = = S N SR T
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V. 1954-1956: Consolidation of Diem's Rule

Gene_ct Fomis
Scigliano, ppe 13-25, 47-55, 180-215,
Pery¥4 3, Frlil, The Two Sletame
Fall, pp. 254-298,

Warner, ppe. 94=106.
‘Robert Scheer, "The Vietnam Lobby," In Ramnarts, July, 1265
1565, pps 16=24. Ramparts 1s a progressive Cathollc magazine.
Ssheer has done a 1ot of work toward uncvoering the detalila be-
hind +he American involvement in Vietnam. This artlicle 1= unl-
que and required reading. BSee sleo Scheerls review of David
Helberstem's book &t the end of the same 1ssuwe, (8ll of which
iz devoted to Vietnam),
®llen J, Hammer, The Strugele for Indochinsg Continues,
(Stanford, 1955). This 18 a shopt (55-40 pp.) account of the
acents of 1954 and 1955, describing Diem's attempts to erush
oppo2ition groups and bring the armed faroes under bla control,
The autkor points out thet Vietminh strength sout® of the 17Tth
parallel was perhsps asz great ag its strengih in the north.

Philippe Devillers, "The Struggle for the Unification of
Vietnan," China %uarterlx, Nos 9, Jane-Mar., 1962, ppD. B=36;
reproduced in P.J,. Honey, ed,, North Vietnsw Today, (Praegey
1062), Devillers (=ee ahowe) arrues that the Diem regime, with
American baeling, dug ite own grave by setting oul to destror
all oppcsition, thet the rebellion in the south vasz 8 responze
to the cppresaiom end tyranny of the Diem government and 1ts
atteumt to turn the eclock back in the countryside.

0.L. Sulzberger, Yew York Times, ¥ar, 12, 1955, This i3 a
very frank asnd revealing arthkole written from Saigon. It is
very —uch worth resding. '

VI, Circa 1957, The Zeginninme of tre Yar

The remainder of this bibliogravhy is srranged by toplc.
The order of the topleaz is suppozged to refleet the nroceszsz by
vhich the war developed,.

A, Aduinistrative Reform

Se¢iglieno, Chapters 2,3, and 7. liote especially hia des-~
eription of the process of destruction of village autonomy and
the nredominance of collaborators with the French snd fellow-
Catholica in the Diem regine,

Fall, esps Pps c6BE=ET5,.

Cerald C. Fickey, Village in Vietnam, (Yale, 19G4). This
1 the sooioloricsel part of a atudy of a Vietnamese wvlllane by
& tesm of experts from Michigan 3tate University. (The other
main parts of the study were economic and sadministrative).
Hickeyld presentation tends to suffer from sn excessive empiri-
cigm, but it iz good ernd worth going through. For the destruc-
tion of sutoromy and the return to predominernce under the Diem



regine of wveclthy -1-nmdlorde, =ee .DP. 178ff, ond 1274ff;.

B, Lrnd° Pefurun Thie is:unoueptionobly one nr the wost-lmportont
and ‘the nost revealinﬁ toples of study.

L

Wolf Lodejinsky, "Agrarisn Reform in the Republic of vleginm,
"'esley R4 Fighel, ed., Froblems of Freedom=--South Vietnam Since
g (Hichigen State U., 1061), pps. 155-175. Tnis 1e a
mro-Diem collection of articles on Eﬂuth.V1uthm. Ladejinaky 4ia
rn unimpesble mource, He held the title of "Land Reform Expert
and’ Technical Consultent at the Presidency of the Republic of Viet-
nam," snd vaes responsible for the drawing up of the lend reform
NI OTTans .

Price Gittinger, "Aprariasn Reform,” in Richard ™, ILindholm,ed.
Viet-Nom: The First Five Years, An Internationel EEEE%ELEEJ (1M1c-
hi~an Stote U,, 1059), oo DDe B00=08, #ittinver iz sn unimpeschsable
spurce, havine served nsz "snecialist in Zszrorion Reform with the
vsoH" in ;niﬂnn from 1955 to 1955, See alzo the comments on Glt=
tingerls nresentatlon by David "arfel sand Richerd Lindholm, pp«.209-
13.

Secirliono, ppe 104, 121-23, for some inclsive criticlsms of
the land reform pro-rame,

Fall, pp. 308-12, for a nr icture of hev 1little the reforms
accomplished,

"Tarner, pps 114=17, for some very inclsive comments on the
lend reform cnd ite intimete relstionship to the orlpgine of the
rebelllon.

Hickey, (2ee ahove) ppn. 41-46, 235=246,

Jomes B, Hendry, The tuﬁ? of a Vietnrmese Rural Commnity,
(Miehigan State U, Advisory Group, Saigon, i 050). This is the
economic counterpart to Hickey's studr, and it iz perhips wmore
percentive thm the sociocloricel Etuﬂy. See pn, B26-38,

For zomne time now, the Govermnment ond its sunporters have had
1ittle to sev ~ith regard to the lend reforms, The "hite Faperof
February, 1955, steted laconically thet "a lend reform pro~rcm was
carried out," 7o Turther detalls vere offered. Tov that the Few
York Times has zent one of its hest renorters, Charles liohr back
to South “ietram gone further information bps come to lizht, On
Sundny, Sept. 5, 1065, the FIT contained an erticle by Hohr on the
Bew lond refarm measurea recently announced by the Ky pgovernment
in Saigon., Mohr's report ma'vesz 1t clea r that the earlier Diem
reforms vere elther not immlemented or operacted to the disadvantage
of the majority of South Vietnamese vpeasants,

Ce Tarly States of the Febellion

The attempt to esztablish an sntl-commmist re:ime in South
Vietnam led to the remewal of guerills warfare by 1857, The Iin=-
formation on this veriod rarely found its way into the Americsan
prese, wh*ch Tas fﬂllnﬂinr the officlal 1ine that 2 political and
e:nﬂumﬁn "mracle" wos tfhing place in South Vietnam, See the
folloning:

IF




PFall, pp. 316-BE,
Selglleno, pp. 130-42,
) Tarner, pps 14E=53,

Dy DResnoure h~ the Saipmon Government! The "Rerroupment” Schemes

Dovn to 1959, the US and Diem persisted in eleiming that thej
were ridding South Vietnam of the "last remmants™ of the Vietmirh,
cnd **»ot everything weg zolne vwell, B#@t as the gltustion got in-
ereezingly out of hand, they embarled upon new end desperate mee-
gurea, For a rood discussion of the resroupment schemes, =see
Sgirliano, ppe. 178-83, See slso Fall, pp. 371=79, vho refers to
the outstanding rencrting in the Few York Times by Homer Bigart
during 1962, Clubb, pp. 72-B0, also refers to Bigsrt's revorting.
Denis "arner, pp. 27=35, nrovides an excellent desgcription, based
on his om obgervations, of the woy the Strategic Hamlet FProzram
worted in the Yeliong Delta rerion,

Ee Yorth Vietnsmese Involwvenent and Fartleipation in the "‘ar

For the Administration's case a-cinst “orth Vietnam, see the
"Mite Paper iesrued ot the end of February, 1965, It contains ell
the evidence that covld be wustered 2t the time vhen regular alr
attacks amaingt Yorth Vietnom begen. For the other sgide of the
atory see the folloving:

Scigliano, p. 148
Clubb, pp. 41-6,

Louls F, Rukeyser, Daltimore Sun, Oct, 14, 1963, renroduced
in I,F. Stone's Bi-"'eekly, Oct., 28, 1963,

In eddition to the above, virtuslly all irderendent obzervers
haeve renestedly indicated thet the zmount of sumnort cozing from
Morth Vietnen in the form of men, srlks ond supplies 22 made up
only r small percenta~e of the Vietcong'ls strenctlhi. ‘'fter thas
"Thite Paper was pul'lished, tvo outstanding revcutt-ls anpeared. Ume
is I.F, Stone's ”eaklﬁ of Ierch 8, 1965, The other 1g the lead
editoricl of the "ew Henublie of larch 8, 1965, Toth ghould be
required reading.

P, The Yew "'ar and Recent Iiterature

By the snring of 1965, the ™ar betveen the Vietcong end thke
foreces of the South Vietnamese Goverrnment, =it» 1imitrd direet
frericon partiecination, w=+2 over. Tre institution of rer i ar
fmericon oiv attrekes om Torth Vietnsm bad not appreisbly 2loved
the Vietconz sdvance in the South. Sy e rly July it vas being
cenorzlly admitted that the South Vietnamese Covernment forces
vere unable to withatand the Increaszed vressure of the Vietcong
var effort. Yengson Baldwvin and Jacl Naymond wrote articles
apneari=g in the Yew York Times (July 3, 11, and 12, 1965),
which Indicated th-t the - wor om the ground hsd been lost, and
“hat the intervention of .mericen sir nower a2nd ‘liericsn troops
was neceg~ary to teke over the militery effort from the folter-
ing South Vietnamese armed forces.



Tre accounts of how the military and political situstion det-
eriorated during the early 1960's sre David Halberstam's The
laking of a Quagmire (which describes how-but doesn't tell vhy
the CuapgmiTe was made), and Lalcolm Browne, The New Face of llar.
Halberstam covered Vietnam for the Hew York Times, Browne for &
Associsted Press, and both received Pulltzer Prizes for their
achlevements, Haolberstam documents strongly the attempts by
bot® /merican and Vietnamese officials to prevent hfm from
wrliing about what hé saw. His book makes fascinating reading.
~t2 major shortcoming is that it is ess=entially = proclamation
of imerican innocence, placing the blame for almost everythling -
upenl “go Dinh Diem and his family., & very 1lluminating account,
uritten from the other side by Tilfred G, Burchett, a veseran pro-
Commaunist lustralian jounaliet who traveled with the Vietcong,
ls Vietnam: Inside Story of the Guerilla "ar.

Several other books on Vietnam have either come out recent -
ly or are due to be publishdd shortly. They are best included,
however, in some future supplement to this bibliography.

For an excellent analysis of the feuding betveen Buddhist
and Cathelle faetions in Seipgon during the past tvwo Years, =ee
Hartin Niclaus, "Solgon: The heel Comes Full Cirele," in the
firstissue of Viet-Report, pp. 13-16.

For a blunt and eoncerned analysis of the conaequences
of stepmed up fmericen air strikes within South Vietnam, see
the article by Charles llohr, "Air Strikes it VMetcong and Scuth
Vietnam Civiliang," in Section 4 of the Yew York Times, Sept.
5, 1965; and the article by James Reston, op. cit., "Safruon,
The Rizing Brutality." BSee slso the article by Reston i1a “he
magazine 2ection of the MNT, Sept. 12, 1965, p.43, entitled
"e May in the ar but Tose the People."

Fostacript: Thouse who are concernsd with the menace of
Communlet China lurking behind the Vletnamese Commnists sheould
read Fellx Greene's Chins: Curtasin of Ignorsnce. It i3 one of

thoze books asbout which 1t may sctvally be =zald that "it should
he read by every American.”
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