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Wtfy 57Afl7 PLANTS EARLY? 

5om* vegetable*, //Ae ft>mate«, faice o /ohg ft/nff to grouk Jf 
you seed them outdoors, you may not get fruit before the 
hr$t frost Other vegetbblest like broccoli are *Coof-season* 
crops and must mature before the weather gets uarm. 

These take 
a Zona time. 

So start these vegetables early 
indoors or buy transplants. 
Plant them outside on the 
dates sho&n on poge Z. 

{For a fa// crop of cool-season 
vegetables* plant seeds outside 
Aay 20 To June 10) i 

PiPPLR 

OEFORL YOU START-

You can usually buy better transplants than you can 
grou yourself. However, by starting your oun you 
can grou varieties not sold at local garden stores. 

When buying transplants: 

THttf 

Check for signs of insects or disease. 
Avoid uilttd or spindly plants, 
rick a variety that grouts well in 
Michigan (see £xtens/on Dutteftn r T7-J 

MOT THtSf 



V/nEN TO START — (based on cadttrons in southern fo+t*r Mithtqan) 

borit start plant* too early. They get taS and Spindly and way die outside. 

Vegetable 

S fOCtofi 
*ossels sprout* 

Cabbage 
Cavfiffotjer 
Eggplant 

tppers 
tomatoes 

Ttme tb Plant 
5*e4s Indoor* 

febZO- AotZQ 
Ar t - 20 
Aari - 20 
Aarf ~ 20 
Aar& * Apr. I 
FtbZO* AarZO 
S\KM - Apt / 
Apr 20 - AQ# I 

Date t0 7>on§p/aflr 
into Crardtn 

/far 20 - Aor 20 
Apr t -20 
Apr t - 20 
Apr / - 20 
May 20 - June I (after last fraitt 
Aar. 20- Apr 20 
/fay 20 - June / {otter last frw/) 
Aay 20- dune t (after fast frost) 

Start mehns one* winter sauash indoors 2 weeks before plantinq 
ovtjQor* to insure harvest hctort frost * 

BEGIN WITH BASICS 

Vflo 

Sttdi 3uy varieties recommended for Michigan. Use new seeds 
or Tost years if stored properly (old seeds may not 
grow as wet! I Do not t*se seeds sewed from last year's 
plants (bean, pea and tomato seeds might be sewed if 
the plants veren%t hybrids). 

but 

ChJorax 

Use a sterile* fight-weight soil mix, Ouy a prepared one 
or mi)t your own. Combine eauat parts of: 

garden soil 
peat moss 
sand, vermtculite or perlite 

if you mix your own, steriliie u. Hit 
soil in pan, moisten and co**r with 
aluminum foil Place in a 300 F 
oven. When meat thermometer in 
soil reaches I80*ft bake for 30 
minutes more. Soil is also ready 
when a potato in the middle of 
Soil is fully cooked. 

y*eoX 
tfrtrmom&r 
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uoT+r 

Use containers vith small compartments so plant 
roots don't grow together — peat pots 
or pellets, plastic egg car tons , 
paper cups, clay pots, etc. Rinch 
holes in the bottom ot each pot or 
comportment, so water can drain 
out Sterilize clay or plastic ones 
mix 1 part chlorov to 9 parts water, 
leave clay or plastic containers in 
Solution overnight 

TO GfiOW YOUR OWN TRANSPLANTS — 

QjAoisfen soil m containers. Plant 3 
seeds in each compartment at depth 
recommended on seed packet Gently 
sprinkle water over seeds or stand 
container in water until saturated. 
Put clear plastic wrap oyer containers. 
Do not water until after seeds sprout 
since plastic holds in moisture. 

I O * ^ ^ 

Place containers in warm a r e a ib5'75*Fi - not in Sun, or 
seedlings may burn. After most sprodt, place in cooler area. 

(g)If more than one seed in a container 
sprouts, pinch oft all but the stroncjett 
one. Remove plastic as soon as most 
seeds sprout. 

© Place seedlings in Bfil&HT UGtfT, or 
they will get tall and spindlu U** ** 
south window, a cool white fluorescent 
hght or grow-light (Hbulb fixture)-
you can bug these at garden or 
hardware stores. Place light h inches 
bbove seedlings. Leave on lb to 18 
hours a dag. / ^ \ 

•W<'+ 
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(g) Water plants as soon as soil starts to 
dry oc/f. b e f o r e seedlings wilt 

Fertilize seedlings *hen they begin to grow with 1 tbs. houseplont 
fertilizer in i gal/on of water Fertilize again when seedlings 
are J antf 5 weeks old. 

0 7, Harden off plants before placing in the 
garden mis means sfovly getting plants 
used to The weather outside. To Harden, 
water plants less and put them in a 
cooler area 2 or J ueeks before trans
planting /iove plant} outdoors on warm 
days and bring tn when it gets cold. r 



/ / your plants are qrowtnQ in one 
container without divisions, 
separate them with a sharp 
knife a ueek before planting. 

(J/ Set plants in garden ot recommended 
time. Pick a cloudy day or plant in 
The evening so plants uon*t vilt 

@ Plant *i ft> / inch deeper 
than in container. Press soil 
doun around plant Set 
tall tomato plants deep 
in soil at on angle, floats 

II form along stem. 

*»r - t»'Jf 

«r* 

middU number 
is phosphorus 

(u) Voter 4/#f( preferably with a starter 
fertilizer solution high in phosphorus 
such as 10*55*10 (can he bought 
from garden center, seed catalogs, 
etcX Follou directions on container 
This helps root growth when the 
soil is cool (see & 3 in this series 
Planting I 

PROBLEMS ? 

It seeds sprout then suddenly uilt and 
die, it may be due to a disease 
called "damping oft* THROW AWAY 
seedlings, soil and containers and 
START AGAW. Make sure you 
sterilize soil and containers/ 

DISEASE f 
START AMIN/ 

Use Qualify seed 
Plant recommended varieties. 
Start at right time - n o t too 
Place m lots of light. 
Horden off plants. 

earlyJ 

Oihrr biilUun* in thtt *r ti. k r f /.^dtiiitonottnformatwn on rrgptabtr fpi<Ut\in£. 
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