WHY START PLANTS EARLY?
Some wegetables, like fomafoes, fake a long fime ?.f‘h _gmu. If

you seed them ouvfdoors, you may nol get fru efore the
first frost  Other re_ure‘.lh‘ﬁes. ke 5rﬂ:f¢|l'r, are “cool-season’
crops ond must mature before the weather gely warm

"r These Toke So start these vegefables early

| tme Indoors er buy fransplants.
RO Plant them fu?sin‘e on the
dates shown on page 2.

(For a fall crop of cool-season
vegelables, planT seeds oulside

Moy 20 ro Jume 10) i
oy b 525 There

EeePLANT

BEFORE YOU START —

You can wsually buy better fransplants than you can
grow yoursell  However, starfing your own you

can grow varieties nof sold af local” garden sfores. ﬁﬁj

When buging transplants: “{T

Check for signs of msects or disease.
Avoid wilted or spindly plants %
Fick o wvariety that grows well in

; Michigan (see Extension Dulletin ik
THis! E- 760tad). NOT. THIS!



WHEN TD START — (based on cenditrons in soothern lower Michigan ) TO GROW YOUR OWN TRANSFLANTS — ggﬁ‘?:“:.._\;'

Dor't star? plonts foo early. They get fall and spindly and may die culide. @Hﬂfsfen soil in conlainers. Plant 3
Vegetable Time to Plant Date to Transplant seeds in each comparfment of depth h’f;
Seeds Indoars inta Crarden re.cﬂnrqn.a'qd on seed pn.:ﬂ':]';‘t .ﬂjenﬂy
! : My B0 = Aow 90 sprinkie waler over seeds or sfan
russels sprouls ﬂzﬁ’_ﬂ?” jpr f - gﬁ-‘ eonfarner in wafer unfil saturated %
Eﬂ' gan e gg e £ 1 Put clear plastic wrap over confainers.
Eggplant Mar20 - Apr. | ;ﬁ*za- dune | (affer last frod) sl e i i
gg“am Fab 201 - Mar 20 ar 30 - j‘,,. 20 since plastic holds in meisfure.
eppeTs Maezd - Apr | May 20 - June | Fdﬂrr last Troat)
TomaTees Apr: 20 - May ! May 28- cJune | (affer last freat)
Start melens and winder jnupﬁ. ,,.,J#:H 2 weeks before planting @ Place containers in warm area (65-75°F) = net in sun, or
oufdoors to insure harvest before :

seedlings may burn. After most sproul, place in eccler area,

BEGIN WITH BASICS @H more fhan one seed in a conlainer
sprouty, pinch off all but the srmnge:a‘

Seed: Buy varefies recommanded for Michigan., Ulse new seeds E

"' 4 or lost yeary if stored pTﬂ'PE'hry {eld seeds may nat

'ﬂﬂ‘? grow of well . Do rof use seeds saved from last years

= plants { bean, pea and Tomafo seeds might be saved if

one. Remove plashic os scon as most
seeds sproul.

the plants weren't hybrids ) @ Place seedlings in BRIGHT LIGHT or H“\I s W\“r
they will ger tall and spindly Lise a A =
Soil: Use a sferile, F:gﬁ;l‘-u::’ At soil mix. Buy a prepared one soulh window, a cool u}ﬁ:‘-e vorescent || 4 N 5
or mix your aul:_d fam?grine eaual parts of: hght or iwmur}:’.rg.ﬁf ni‘r’*bm'b Frxture). E / Jr \
gargen 5o/ P ou can g5 rden or A R :
peal moss thermomater hardware stores. Phﬂnﬁgrhf é inches o %“' T
sand, vermicuiife or perlite abeove seedlings. Leave on /b 1o I8
i wou mix your own, sterifize hours a day.
seil in pan, moisfen and corer wilh
afuminum foril Place ina JOO0°F
oven, When meal thermomefer in . @ Water plarfs as soon as seil starfs To
soffl reaches /80°F, bake for 30 IL“-r' P E YTW ’ dry adf before seedlings wilt

minutes more. JSoil is alse ready
when a pofafe in The middle of
soil is fully coched

@Ftﬂrﬁm seedlings when they begin fo grow with | ths houseplant

fertlizer in | gallon of water Ferfikze again when seedlings
Containers: Use confainars with small compartments so plant are J and & weeks old

roots don'l grow Together — peal pols — — \e °
(&P + LPLPLPCR  or pellets, Wostic eog carlons, * af"f,k:f/
thlerad PP PO 0P paper cups, cloy pols, efc. Funch @ Marden off plants before placing in the '
\ /— waler holes in the boftem of each pot ar garden. This means J-fﬂ-v-"y gam'ng pl'anfk /"*"'r AR
comparimenl, $0 wafer can drain used to The weather oufside. o harden,
= = out Sterilize clay or plastic ones: wafer plants less and pul them in o
= miv 1 part ehlorex To ¥ parls waler, cooler area 2 or 3 weeks before Trans-

solytion mrniﬁﬁl': days and br.l'ng n when f gels cold

leave clay er plastic confainers in planting Move planfs outdoars en warm :ﬁi{%{? ?F




8} your plants are growing n one yﬁ;ﬁ
‘ container witheut dresions, e

separate them with a sharp #*’"“:’i?f‘—
Ill.ﬁm'fe o week before plonting. ===

(¥) Set plants in garden at recommended
) time. Pick a cloudy day or plant in
the evening so plants won't wilt

Plant % fo | inch deeper -

than in confainer. Press soif @h\d"" <

Y4 [ down areund plant Set . = ,.,h
q-,) talf tomate plants deep \ Rastr will
in soil at an angle. Roots | grew hare
will form along stem B\

(D Water well prelerably with a slarter
fartilizer solution ﬁu‘gh in phosphorus
such as Jf0-F5-/0 (can be bought

i from garden cenfer, seed catalogs

e ele) Follow directions on confainer

This helps root growlth when the

middle number soil is cool (see 45 3 in this series
s phosphoryy Hnnﬁng‘l
PROBLEMS ?
It seeds sprout, then suddenly wilt and E ‘E‘ @’
ey e o SuRON Ay Disense !
ca mping el A
seedlings, soil and containers and START AGAIN/

START AGAIN. Make sure s

steriize soil ond contaners’ T2 T TS

* Use auality seed.

* Plant recommended varieties

* Start ot right time - nof too enrn'g."
* Place n lots of light

* Harden off plants.

Chker Bullerina fn bhis sevies providle additional information on cegrtable gardening.
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